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reasons to 37l. They are spirits of deceased heroes, and there is nothing unbuddhist in this conception, for the Pitakas frequently represent deserving persons as being reborn in the Heaven of the Thirty Three. The chief is Thagya, the gafcra or Indra of Hindu mythology2, but the others are heroes, connected with five cycles of legends based on a popular and often inaccurate version of Burmese history3.
Besides ThagyS, Nat we find other Indian figures such as Man Nat (Mara) and ByammS, Nat (Brahma). In diagrams illustrating the Buddhist cosmology of the Burmans4 a series of heavens is depicted, ascending from those of the Four Kings and Thirty Three Gods up to the Brahma worlds, and each inhabited by Nats according to their degree. Here the spirits of Burma are marshalled and classified according to Buddhist system just as were the spirits of India some centuries before. But neither in ancient India nor in modern Burma have the devas or Nats anything to do with the serious business of religion. They have their place in temples as guardian genii and the whole band may be seen in a shrine adjoining the Shwe-zi-gon Pagoda at Pagan, but this interferes no more with the supremacy of the Buddha than did the deputations of spirits who according to the scriptures waited on him.
Buddhism is a real force in Burmese life and the pride of the Burmese people. Every male Burman enters a monastery when he is about 15 for a short stay. Devout parents send their sons for the four months of Was (or even for this season during three successive years), but by the majority a period of from one month to one week is considered sufficient. To omit this stay in a monastery altogether would not be respectable: it is in common esteem the only way to become a human being, for without it a boy is a mere animal. The praises of the Buddha
1  Possibly in order to include four female spirits: or possibly because it was fel that sundry later heroes had as strong a claim to membership of this distinguished body as the original 33.
2  It is noticeable that Thagy& comes from the Sanskrit Sakra not the Pali Sakka. Th=Sk. s: y=Sk. r.
8 See R. C. Temple, The Thirty Seven Nats, chaps. x.-sm., for these cycles. 4 E.ff. R. C. Temple, Ic. p. 36.